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IMPEACHED AGAIN 


Trump is first president 
sanctioned a second time 


BY DAVID MORGAN 
AND RICHARD COWAN 


Reuters 


WASHINGTON 

The House of Representatives 
voted 232-197 on Wednesday to 
make Donald Trump the first 
USS. president ever to be im- 
peached twice, formally charg- 
ing him in his waning days in 
power with inciting an insurrec- 
tion just a week after a violent 
mob of his supporters stormed 
the Capitol. 

Ten Republican lawmakers 
joined 222 Democrats in voting 
for the article of impeachment 
over an incident that repre- 
sented a deadly assault on 
American democracy. 

But it appeared unlikely that 
the extraordinarily swift im- 


peachment would lead to 
Trump’s ouster before the Re- 
publican president’s four-year 
term ends and Democratic Pres- 
ident-elect Joe Biden is inaugu- 
rated on Jan. 20. The Senate’s 
Republican majority leader, 
Mitch McConnell, rejected 
Democratic calls to convene the 
Senate in emergency session to 
begin an immediate impeach- 
ment trial, according to a 
spokesman. 

The House passed a single 
article of impeachment — a 
formal charge — accusing 
Trump of “incitement of in- 
surrection,” focused upon an 
incendiary speech he delivered 
to thousands of supporters 
shortly before the pro- 

Trump mob rampaged through 
the Capitol. The mob disrupted 


b in 
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Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi gavels the final vote of the 
impeachment of President Trump for his role in inciting the Capitol riot. 


the formal certification of Bi- 
den’s victory over Trump in the 
Nov. 3 election, sent lawmakers 
into hiding and left five people 
dead, including a police officer. 
During his speech, Trump re- 


peated false claims that the 
election was fraudulent and 
exhorted supporters to march on 
the Capitol. 

With a large presence of rifle- 
carrying National Guard troops 


inside and outside the Capitol, 
an emotional debate unfolded in 
the same House chamber where 
lawmakers had crouched under 
chairs and donned gas masks on 
Jan. 6 as rioters clashed with 
police officers outside the doors. 

“The president of the United 
States incited this insurrection, 
this armed rebellion against our 
common country,” House 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi, a Demo- 
crat, said on the House floor 
before the vote. “He must go. 
He is a clear and present danger 
to the nation that we all love.” 

No USS. president ever has 
been removed from office 
through impeachment. Three 
— Trump in 2019, Bill Clinton in 
1998 and Andrew Johnson in 
1868 — previously were im- 
peached by the House but ac- 
quitted by the Senate. 

The impeachment comes at a 
time of gaping political divisions 
in a pandemic-weary United 
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Patrol Officer Oasha White demonstrates a body-worn camera Wednesday. Kansas City police expect all officers to have body cameras by 
March. Police spokesman Sgt. Jacob Becchina made the announcement during a press conference outside Police Headquarters. 


Body cameras come 
to KCPD after years 
of community pressure 


BY GLENN E. RICE AND 
ROBERT A. CRONKLETON 


grice@kcstar.com 
bcronkleton@kcstar.com 


Kansas City police have 
equipped 340 patrol officers 
with body worn cameras with 
another 475 expected to be 
ordered soon, said police 
spokesman Sgt. Jacob Becchina 
during a news conference. 

The department has equipped 
all of its patrol officers in the 
Central, Shoal Creek and North 
patrol divisions so far, Becchina 


ters in downtown Kansas City 
Wednesday morning. 

With the Board of Police 
Commissioners’ approval Tues- 
day to order the additional cam- 
eras, the department will equip 
all of its remaining patrol offi- 
cers in the “coming days and 
months,” he said. The schedule 
calls for all patrol officers to 
have body cameras by March. 

“It has been a hot topic since 
this summer for sure,” Becchina 
said, referencing 
demonstrations ignited across 
the metro area following the 


this summer. 

For years, community leaders 
have been calling for a body 
camera program as a way to 
hold the city’s police officers 
accountable. 

“It’s absolutely a good first 
step, not only for the police 
department, but especially for 
the community and holding 
those who serve our community 
accountable,” said Justice Horn, 
a community activist who 
helped lead the protests on the 
Country Club Plaza. 

“This is why a number of 


profits fought for bodycams, not 
only just for, not only for body- 
cams, but the policies that 
would go behind it to hold those 
accountable,” he said. 

The equipping of Kansas City 
police officers with body cam- 
eras has been in the works for at 
least a couple of years, Becchina 
said, beginning with requests for 
information and proposals about 
two summers ago. 

In September 2020, KCPD 
said patrol officers would be 
outfitted with body cameras 
starting this year and that offi- 
cers would undergo training. 

“We wanted this system to be 
compatible with our in-car cam- 
era system so that the dashcam 
system and the body worn cam- 
era system could work well 
together with each, other,” Bec- 
china said. 

The department purchased 
Panasonic brand cameras from 
Turn-Key Mobile in Jefferson 
City. The cost for each unit runs 


Kansan is 
first woman 
executed 
by federal 
government 
in 67 years 


BY LUKE NOZICKA 
Inozicka@kcstar.com 


The federal government 
early Wednesday morning 
executed Lisa Montgomery, 
who killed an expectant 
mother and kidnapped her 
baby 16 years earlier in north- 
west Missouri. 

Montgomery, 52, of Mel- 
vern, Kansas, died by lethal 
injection at the federal prison 
in Terre Haute, Indiana. She 
was the first woman executed 
by the federal government in 
67 years. 

In 2004, Montgomery 
strangled Bobbie Jo Stinnett, 
23, of Skidmore, and cut her 
unborn baby from her womb 
with a knife. She was convict- 
ed of kidnapping resulting in 
death and in 2007 was sen- 
tenced to die. 

Before the execution, a 
judge found Montgomery was 
likely mentally ill and 
couldn’t comprehend she 
would be put to death. Her 
attorneys had argued she was 
not competent to be executed 
and said she was unable to 
rationally understand why she 
would be executed or “even 
where she is.” 

But late Tuesday night, the 
U.S. Supreme Court cleared 
the way for the Justice De- 
partment to kill Montgomery. 
Several courts had issued 
injunctions, but they were all 
later lifted by appeals courts 
or the Supreme Court. 

As the execution process 
began, a woman standing 
over Montgomery’s shoulder 
leaned over, gently removed 
Montgomery’s face mask and 
asked her if she had any last 
words. “No,” Montgomery 
responded. 

Montgomery kept licking 
her lips and gasped briefly as 
pentobarbital, the lethal drug, 
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